
We invite comments on all posts on the Article Cats website. We know our readers have 

a lot to contribute, but we are determined to set as high a standard for comments as we 

set for our own work.  

One of the great things about the web is it allows people a platform to post what they 

think. But one of the worst things about the web is it allows the same platform for 

individuals who wish to post juvenile, venomous, self-promotional, or irrelevant 

comments. We won’t publish such comments. And, while we want diverse input, please 

understand this is our site, not a user-owned or user-run site. 

So, here are the rules for comments: 

First of all, we won’t publish anonymous comments. We think people should stand 

behind what they post, just as we do. While we realize there is some value in allowing 

people to disguise their identities, we think that is outweighed by the tendency of people 

to hide behind anonymity to post personal attacks against people rather than 

commenting on content. 

To that end, everybody who wishes to comment will have to register, even though the 

site is free. And every comment will be signed with the commenter’s registered name. 

Now, we’re not idiots. We know some people will register with fake names, and we don’t 

have the resources or inclination to verify every name. But we figure we’ll get a fairly 

high percentage of real names behind the comments, which is way better than just using 

anonymity. 

We also will not tolerate comments containing personal attacks or which question 

people’s motives for writing something. If you think we, or our guest bloggers, or the 

people or companies we write about, are wrong, feel free to say so and argue why you 

think so. We welcome such critiques and alternate views. But we will remove comments 

labeling people as corrupt, stupid, or contend they are taking positions because they are 

evil or immoral. 

For instance, if you think someone is wrong because they believe in aliens or crystal 

healing, you’re welcome to debate the validity of their ideas or research, but we won’t 



publish comments that say those ideas or research stem from bad motives or corruption. 

Nor will we post comments containing personal attacks on the author. Civility is the 

rule. 

The same thing goes for people we cover. There are plenty of places on the Web where 

you can accuse people of being greedy or vain. This isn’t one of them. But we’d be glad to 

publish your comments on why you believe they are following the wrong strategy or why 

their products are flawed or great–even if we have written just the opposite. 

These policies also apply to responses to comments posted by others. You are free to say 

another commenter is wrong and why. But we won’t publish personal attacks on other 

commenters. So, feel free to say, “I disagree with Jane that social networking will die…,” 

but we won’t allow, “Jane, you ignorant slut!” 

We also won’t allow comments containing allegedly factual claims we know to be wrong, 

or which we simply lack the time or resources to verify. If you think the security 

companies are spreading viruses to boost sales, or Macs cure or cause cancer, post those 

theories to your own blog. There may be other types of comments we will pull if we find 

them antithetical to the spirit of the site and to civil, on-topic discussion. 

We also won’t tolerate comments we consider racist, sexist, or derogatory to any 

religion, sexual orientation, or ethnic group–or comments we believe promote hate, 

bigotry, or are offensive. 

We moderate the comments–that is, pre-screen them.  

Finally, we reserve the right to ban individuals from commenting who violate these 

standards, or who we believe disrupt the site, or create a tone or atmosphere we 

consider inconsistent with the tone and atmosphere we strive for. 

 


